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Comegys House 1708
Crumpton

Private

One of Kent's most unusual buildings, Comegys House is a mid-
18th century gambrel roof house with a rear addition covered with a
catslide roof which is an extension of the upper slope of the gambrel.
It has two wings, one brick and one plank. The house has fine brick
work with glazed headers. It resembles Lamb's Meadow (K-=113)
another 18th century brick building of the early 18th century.
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The old Comegys House is an 18th century brick, gambrel roof house
with an unusual rear addition covered with a catslide roof which is
an extension of the upper slope of the gambrel. There are also two
early side wings, one of brick and one of plank construction. The
building is a part of a working farm and is surrounded by a complex
of 19th and 20th century barms. It is located on the north side of the
Chester River overlooking the town of Crumpton.

The earliest portion of the house is said to have been built by
William Comegys in the early 18th century. Although no woodwork remains
from this period, the brick walls of this portion show the pattern-
making with glazed brick so favored by the early builders. On the east
gable end, the Flemish bond walls have glazed headers up to the second
floor level. Above this point is Liverpool bond with irregular glazed
headers. There is a stepped water table laid in irregular English bond.
The extension is similar but without the glazed headers. A line in the
brick shows that the earliest gambrel roof house had a corbelled cornice.
The opposite gable (west) has glazed headers used in the upper gable
which is laid in Liverpool bond. The front facade also had Flemish bond;
glazed headers extend at least 6' above grade. The low water table
continues on the rear facade.

Comegys House has four chimneys in the main house and one in the
gable of the plank wing. Two large chimneys are located at the apex .
of the gable roof; two other very tall chimneys with corbelled caps
serve corner fireplaces which were constructed to heat the two rooms
in the extension. The fifth fireplace has a wide exposed chimney
back, indicating the great width of the kitchen fireplace inside.

Fenestration is regularly spaced on the long facades but irregular
on gable ends and wings. There are front and rear central entrances
with flanking 9/6 sash windows. 014 trim is beaded and has a flat
ogee backband. There are paneled shutters on the front facade. On
the east gable, there is one 6/6 window in the attic, rear and a 9/6
window with paneled shutters on the first floor front. Beneath the
first floor window is a basement window with diagonally turned bars. A
window in the extension has 6/9 sash and rowlock arch.

Three shed dormers with 2/2 Victorian sash light the attic. 1In
the 1950's the present owners added a large shed dormer to the sweep-
ing rear catslide roof.

Adjacent the west gable is a one room brick wing with central door,
front and rear, and a 6/6 sash window. There are shed dormers in each
slope. Victorian sash replace the original windows but the rear dormer
has flat beaded window trim and verge board and cornice trimmed with
an ogee molding. Behind the brick wing is a porch and room with a shed
roof.

The plank wing was repaired by a former owner, and rests on a modern
brick foundation. The planks are about 4" thick and 8" - 12" wide and
joined with V-notching, common to most buildings of this construction.
There are four-pane attic windows and a front 6/6 sash window. The
building has four full walls.
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Tradition holds that this building was constructed by William /.
Comegys in 1708. Whether or not the date is correct is uncertain,
but the gambrel roof house form was used here early in the 17th cen-
tury and the building closely resembles Lamb's Meadows (K-//3)
which was constructed before 1733. The rear extension with catslide
roof is a very rare although economical way of enlarging a small house;
brick patterning and size show this to be a very early addition,
probably before the mid 18th century. Date and order of construction
of the side wings is impossible without archeology. Plank buildings
and zdditions were not uncommon in the 18th and early 19th century
and several still survive. (The Latham House (K-115), Knock's Folly
(K-114) which burned in 1977, and Hinchingham Farm have wings of planks.)

. Whether it pre-dated or post-dated the brick wing, another early addi-
tion, is unknown.

The interior woodwork and wainscoting described as being "very
pretty" (Earle, Swepson, Maryland's Colonial Eastern Shore, P. 12-13)
was in place in 1916. It gradually disappeared, the last sold by
the present owners. 1Its loss is a great one to the history of Kent
architecture.

. The dairy is a delightful Victorian outbuilding, now also becom-
ing rare.
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The Comegys House is reputed to have been built in 1708, but
there has been no documentation to confirm that date. The log
portion thereof could possibly ante-date 1708.

The over-all appearance is a gambrel log brick structure
connected to a log one story building by a brick 'link' about the
same size as the log portion.

The main part of the building is three bays long and was
built ab one room deep- Hwwever, about 1800, a leanto, also of
brick was added onto the north facade, creating a unique situation
on the Eastern Shore-a gambrel-cat slide roof, the roof of the I
leanto being a continuation of the upper slope of the gambrel roof.

Flemish bond with gloved headers was used on the south and
east sides of the early building. It's east chimney is within the

walls while its west chimney is partly on the outside. Both
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chimneys of the leanto are placed with back against the older
pertion, creating corner fireplaces within.

In the brick connection 'link' is an old oven with iron
door and brass handle-its floor is several steps lower than
the main house.

The log section is at the same level and looks similar
to an early kitchen, with large brick fireplace-open-beam
ceiling, etc. A leanto porch covers a brick walk across the
entire north side of the wings. There is narrow split
cdéapboard applied with rose-head nails covering the log walls
of the north facade, similar to the clapboard on the older
portion of Springfield farm in Kent County.

The present owners have completely renewed the ineerior
ofthe main portion, remobking all old flooring, woodwork and

paneling. Only the brick shell is old.
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